INNOVATIVE DEMOCRATIC
APPROACHES AND TOOL.
E-DEMOCRACY




DEMOCRATIC INNOVATION REFERS TO
THE INTRODUCTION OF NEW IDEAS,
PRACTICES, AND APPROACHES AIMED AT
IMPROVING THE QUALITY AND
EFFECTIVENESS OF DEMOCRATIC
PROCESSES.

IT INVOLVES RETHINKING TRADITIONAL
MODELS OF DEMOCRACY AND
EXPLORING INNOVATIVE WAYS TO
ENGAGE CITIZENS, PROMOTE

>PARTICIPATION, ENHANCE

TRANSPARENCY, AND ADDRESS
DEMOCRATIC DEFICITS.




THE DEFINITION OF E-DEMOCRACY

« Usage of digital tools and platforms to
facilitate democratic processes.

 Itinvolves leveraging technology to enhance
citizen participation, engagement, and
decision-making in the democratic
governance of a society.

It aims to make democratic processes more
accessible, transparent, efficient, and
Inclusive by utilizing various online platforms
and tools.




Online Platforms and E-democracy:

Digital technologies offer opportunities for citizens to engage in
decision-making processes through online platforms. These platforms
enable citizens to provide feedback, participate in consultations, submit
proposals, and vote on policy issues. E-democracy tools, such as
online voting systems, virtual town halls, and social media
engagement, can enhance accessibility, inclusivity, and transparency in
democratic processes.




THE CONCEPT OF E-DEMOCRACY
EXAMPLES OF DIGITAL APPLICATIONS AND
PRACTICES

Online Voting: Allowing citizens to cast their votes
electronically through secure online platforms, which can
improve convenience and potentially increase voter
turnout.

E-Petitions: Enabling citizens to create and sign petitions
online, promoting grassroots activism and allowing for
collective action on specific issues.

E-Consultations: Providing opportunities for citizens to express
their opinions, provide feedback, and participate in policy
discussions through online platforms. E-consultations can

involve surveys, polls, and public forums to gather input from a
diverse range of individuals.

Online Civic Education: Providing digital resources and
platforms for citizens to learn about democratic processes,
rights, and responsibilities. Online civic education can
empower individuals to actively engage in democratic practices
and make informed decisions.




..MORE EXAMPLES

Civic Crowdfunding Platforms: Civic crowdfunding platforms
allow citizens to contribute funds towards community projects,
social initiatives, or public goods. These platforms provide an

opportunity for citizens to actively support projects that align  Online Discussion Forums: These forums provide a space for
with their interests and values. citizens to engage in public debates, share ideas, and express

their opinions on various topics. Online discussion forums can

be moderated to ensure constructive and respectful dialogue.

Online Consultation and Surveys: Governments and
organizations can use online consultation platforms and
surveys to gather public opinion on specific policies,
projects, or issues. These tools enable a broader range of
citizens to participate and provide feedback at their
convenience.
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» Increased Accessibility - more representative democracy: E-democracy
breaks down barriers to participation by enabling citizens to engage in
democratic processes from anywhere, at any time. It reduces geographical
limitations, allowing individuals who may be physically distant from decision-
making centers to actively participate in discussions, debates, and voting
processes.

» Enhanced Transparency: Digital platforms can significantly improve
transparency in democratic processes. By promoting transparency, e-
democracy fosters trust between citizens and the government, ultimately
strengthening the democratic system.

» Efficiency and Cost Reduction: E-democracy streamlines administrative processes
and reduces paperwork. Digital platforms enable faster and more efficient
communication between citizens and government representatives, facilitating prompt
feedback and information dissemination.

ADVANTAGES OF E-DEMOCRACY

« Itis worth noting that while e-democracy offers significant advantages,
there are also challenges to address, such as ensuring digital literacy,

privacy protection, and equitable access to technology.



E-DEMOCRACY IN CYPRU! .

Cyprus, like many other countries, especially lately, has
been exploring various e-democracy initiatives to

enhance citizen engagement and participation in
democratic processes.

Examples:

O Online Voting: Cyprus has been exploring the possibility of
introducing online voting to make the electoral process more
accessible and convenient for citizens. Online voting could
potentially increase voter turnout and streamline the voting
process.

O E-Participation Platforms: The Cypriot government has launched
e-participation platforms to engage citizens in policy-making and
decision-making processes. These platforms provide opportunities
for citizens to contribute ideas, provide feedback, and participate
in consultations on specific issues or legislation.

O Online Petition Platforms: Online petition platforms have been
utilized in Cyprus to allow citizens to create and sign petitions on
various social, political, and environmental issues. These
platforms provide an avenue for citizens to raise awareness,
advocate for change, and gather support for specific causes.




...MORE EXAMPLES

O Social Media Engagement: Social media platforms such as

Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram are widely used in Cyprus for
political engagement and public discourse. Political parties,
government agencies, and individual politicians leverage social
media to communicate with citizens, share information, and
gather public opinion.

E-Consultation and Surveys: The Cypriot government has
conducted online consultations and surveys to gather public
opinion on specific policies, projects, or issues. These initiatives
aim to ensure that citizens' voices are considered in decision-
making processes.

Online Citizen Engagement Platforms: Various online platforms
have been developed in Cyprus to promote citizen engagement.
These platforms include features such as reporting local issues,
providing feedback on public services, and accessing
government information and services.




THANK YOU!




